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Editorõs Bit: 
tonymoir666@btinternet.com                                                                                          

Well here we are again in another new year. 

2011 saw a lot for the club and I am sure 

you will agree that the club is progressing 

nicely with the leadership of the committee. 

Have any of you given any thought to      

becoming a committee member? I will be 

giving up my post as editor so there is a challenging role for someone 

to take on and also add some personal flair to the magazine. If any-

one is interested then please contact me A.S.A.P. And I will be happy 

to offer some  advice if required. Any one can offer themselves up to 

a position on the committee so why not seriously consider a role? I 

would also like to take this opportunity to wish everybody a safe and 

happy biking year!           Tony Moir (Editor)  

H.E.R.A.M.  

BIKESAFE  
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           ChairsõChat                 .                                                  

.      ..                                                                                          

   Welcome to 2012, we finished 2011 on a high so 

let us continue in the manner to which we have 

become accustomed.  

This year we hope to continue the good work of the 

Observers encouraging the Associates with their test passes and if 

possible the First. I know that this isnôt easy but the knowledge and 

the support is there to enable you to attain this achievement.  

Social runs have already started and hope to continue weather     

allowing, I am sure that we will receive some of the white stuff    

before too long to stop us in our tracks. Whilst we are still frost and 

snow clear please think about putting a ride on, or at least         

suggesting a route so that someone else can lead  a route that you 

enjoy.  

The trips this year will once again be open to all whether Associate 

or Full Member, if you havenôt been away with the Group before and 

want to give it a try but unsure as to what it entails try a weekend 

before going away for a full week. You will find it is very sociable 

with the emphasis on good roads for plenty of riding during the day 

but also allowing time to get to know your fellow travellers.  

Finally, I know that it is only January, but April sees the start of the 

new Club year and the Annual General Meeting, spare a thought as 

to whether you would like to help out on the Committee or as Steve 

Walters suggested at the December Club Night whether you may like 

to ñshadowò a Committee member to get to know what it is all 

about.  

            Barb   
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You may just have noticed, but fuel for our various 

forms of transport has become rather expensive of 

late. Probably you have also wondered why it is that 

the average mid -sized family car consumes fuel at 

the same rate as a typical sports bike?  The basic 

answer is that low fuel consumption/cost and dura-

bility has driven the design of cars whereas for bikes 

it is style and performance that dominate (till now).  

From an ecological viewpoint we can argue that 

bikes use fewer resources in manufacture, and with 

high aluminium content, are more easily recycled (low melting point of      

aluminium). ñYes, yes, but all that eco babble doesnôt reduce the pump price, 

I want better fuel consumption from my new bikeò.  For every engine we can 

measure and graph out a fuel consumption map, relating load (throttle open-

ing), engine revs, and specific fuel consumption (SFC). SFC is the amount (by 

weight) of fuel required to produce one horse -power. Connecting all the points 

of equal SFC we get a nested group of roughly oval rings with the central ring 

representing the optimum fuel consumption zone or ñsweet spotò.  Physically 

the multiple rings will look rather like a weather low pressure zone with     

increasing sized ovals from the centre. The extreme outside ring representing 

the worst fuel consumption zone at very high or very low revs. The ñsweet 

spotò is in the middle range of revs and throttle openingé.why? Well friction 

loss rises with bearing and piston ring sliding losses (roughly as a square of 

revs); this means for best consumption we should avoid high revs. At low 

revs, friction rises again because some highly loaded parts such as cams and 

gears are moving so slowly that they cannot form a full oil film and part of the 

load begins to be carried by solid films of anti - friction additives deposited on 

partsô surfaces from the oil. These additives are very good at preventing metal 

to metal contact, and therefore damage, but their sliding friction is many 

times greater than a full film of oil. If we want good fuel consumption we 

should therefore avoid high or low revs. Considering ñloadò, the more the 

throttle is opened, the hotter the combustion in the cylinders and the greater 

the heat loss to the engine coolant. But as we close the throttle to reduce this 

loss we create another é.pumping loss. By closing the throttle, we make a 

partial vacuum in the cylinders making the engine do work in pulling against 

this vacuum during the intake stroke. Once again we are left in the middle for 

best consumption. Low loads are inefficient by reason of pumping losses and 

high loads due to rising heat losses. How much difference is there between 

the best and worst SFC areas for an engine?   
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Typically, for multi cylinder bike engines, the worst consumption is two and a 

half times greater than the best, but can be higher. Car engines are mainly 

developed to work at or near the ñsweet spotò for most of their operating use 

and much development is done to broaden the ñsweet spotò which in turn   

improves driveability for most.  Bike engines are designed to be fun to ride 

(because you demand it that way) and have powerful engines through revving 

small multiple cylinders very high. As an alternative take a look at an old  

Norton ES2 of the 1950ôs. This 490cc had one cylinder so there is less hot 

combustion gas in contact with metal surfaces than would be the case with a 

multi cylinder design. Its piston was very light construction as was the con rod 

to minimise friction to the benefit of fuel consumption.  The cylinder bore was 

79mm and the stroke 100mm (known as under square), quite different to 

modern dimensions where the bore is typically one and a half times the 

stroke. Smaller bores reduce heat loss to metal parts. That old Norton also 

had conservative cam timing that produced a broad torque curve and enabled 

the bike to pull cleanly in top down to 20mph. Compare that to present sports 

bikes , with torque dropping dramatically as soon as the revs fall requiring 

constant shifting to keep revs high and performance on tap.ñSo youôre telling 

me my bikes fuel consumption is my faultò? In a word, yes. The designers can 

provide the engines you demand to ride and how you ride will in turn impact 

the consumption whatever engine configuration you have.  Things do seem to 

be changing though. Just look at the latest crop of machines emerging with 

the Honda NC700X typical. A simple twin cylinder 700 cc circa 50hp engine 

with bore and stroke of 73mm by 80mm and 6250rpm maximum power revs.  

Lo and behold, 79mpg! For sure the engine could be developed to produce 

more power at higher revs but certainly at the cost of fuel consumption.  Multi

-mode selectable performance maps, variable valve timing and sophisticated 

injection systems will all contribute, however, itôs your choice in the show-

room that drives manufacturers, the engineering is already well understood. 

Ride safe and in the mid - range if you want to stay away from the pumps.  
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DATE LOCATION EVENT START  EVENT DETAILS 

     

     

? ? ? ? ? 

 COME ON  PUT A  RUN  ON !! 

     

     

This time of year sees a natural decline in the number of bikes on  the road and   

therefore the number of ride outs. However I am sure you will agree that the way the 

seasons are moving around at the moment (weôre doomed all doomed!) we often get 

some lovely weather right through until after Christmas, so please consider a run for 

the benefit of the club or why not suggest a social event?  

Members shall not be charged a fee to attend the monthly Observed Ride 

(Usually  3rd Sunday of the month). A max fee of £8 maybe charged when   

Associates are on a 1 to 1 basis with their observer (per training session). 

Please note holders of Associate membership are also eligible for the Social Ride 

Outs. If Beverley Market Place is closed when you arrive the alternative area is 

at  Halfords Car Park Beverley. Remember to check the suitability of the ride 

with the organiser or Ross 

Call Ross on 01482 879943 to book an event  
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hull -East -Riding -Advanced -

Motorcyclists -HERAM/133267443357978   

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hull-East-Riding-Advanced-Motorcyclists-HERAM/133267443357978
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hull-East-Riding-Advanced-Motorcyclists-HERAM/133267443357978
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Your              

Advertisement 

Here! 

If you would like to reach 

the biking community of 

Hull and East Riding, then 

why not buy a yearsô worth 

of adverts here.            

Contact: 07784 894719 

for full details  

A Pillionôs Tale: 10 things to        

remember in Winter:  

1: Wear knee length socks (amazing how the wind 

gets up your trouser legs);                                           

2: Layers of clothes are key; you can add and    

remove as required;                                                                            

3: A pair of woolly gloves under bike gloves make a real difference;   

4: Helmet hair is so much worse in Winter!!;                                        

5: Waterproof boots are so worth the extra money; cold wet feet are 

horrible;                                                                                          

6: Invest in a snood or neck tube as you don't want rain seeping 

down the neck of your jacket;                                                                         

7: Regular stops for tea and cake are a necessity and not a luxury;     

8: Cold and wet on the back of a bike is still better than ironing!;        

9: Forget óAnn Summersô. óLong-Johnsô and big pants ARE sexy!          

10: There is no shame in staying at home with a good book, a glass 

or two of wine, chocolate and a bubble bath, whilst óYour Bikerô 

proves how tough he is! (Just remember to be enthralled when he 

tells you about the bends and his stylish riding and tell him how you 

wish you were there! LOL)  
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I can recall my first fascination with Motorbikes at the      
tender age of Four. In 1935 my parents had a house off 
Bilton Grove in East Hull. The Insurance man, who was 
also a close friend of my father, used make his call to us 
every Saturday morning, I think on reflection that this was 
probably his last call, he and my Dad would seem to sit 
chatting for far longer than it took to pay a few penny     
insurance  policies. My Dad would hold a conversation with 
anyone about anything on four wheels, it so happened that 
our Insurance man had similar interests, including          
motorbikes and that is why he arrived every Saturday on 

his new óImperialô. I remember the name well because he used to call me a 
"Little Imp, This short story will explain why:                              .                                                                                          
Our House , had a drive on to the garden, one of those two concrete strip drive-
ways with gravel down the centre. I cannot recall this detail but my Dad and Mr. 
B. (as we will refer to him) retold the story to me for something like 34 years. 

I can recall climbing on to this Bike and sitting there looking at this nice shiny 
thing in front of me, which was of course, the petrol tank. Some of the old 
Bikes had Screw Filler caps, had this been the case this would never have    
happened. This " New Imperial" had a Spring back filler cap with a lever on top 
of it, when the Lever was pushed to one side the cap popped open. Readers 
may be surprised to know that even at the age of Four, I figured that something 
must go into that hole, not knowing about things like petrol.  At that moment the 
only thing close to me was right there in the centre of the drive, gravel! Those 
old Bikes must have been pretty tough, although Mr. B . lived on Anlaby High 
Road, The Bike did not show any signs of a problem until it reached the city  
centre. And this is why modern Bike manufacturers invented lockable tank 

caps. My next contact with Bikes was in 1947. I then lived off Endike Lane with 

the Hull Grammar School field right there at the bottom of our garden. All my 
pals, about twenty or more were in full time work , I can never recall anyone  
being out of work. We had one Cricket Bat between the lot of us, and only one 
hard Ball (nicked from Hull Grammar) and one round football. All of these    
goodies provided by Dad's who had a few bob to spare, a decent wage at that 
time was £5 a week. As a bound apprentice Engineer Fitter/centre lathe turner 
I earned Six Shillings & sixpence i.e.. 32 & 1/2 Pence. But one guy stood out 
above everyone else, he worked for the post Office as a telegram Lad. He would 
come home on his lovely bright green óBSA Bantamô. Wow, I had now found my 

very best óPalô. After dozens of Laps round Grammar School Field I had become 

hooked, this was my drug. There was no way that I could own a Machine like 
this so my next conquest was, a guy I knew at a Saturday night dance Group. 
Daveôs Dad was a sea captain, who sure did have a óbob or twoô. Like me , Dave 
was serving his time at Humber St. Andrews Fish Dock Engineers. His Dad 
bought him, every two years, a new BSA 250.  
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We soon planned an expedition to Brixham. Cornwall, via Devon where we 
burned out a valve trying to ride up Porlock, we had to take the alternative road 
but were still able to come home via Brighton London & Skegness.  We shared 

the driving, who bothered about  licence in those days.   

The next few years were spent on anything from £15 to £20 on which you had to 
work damned hard just to keep them going. De Carbonizing was very regular as 
were punctures. Ride outs commenced at the favourite meeting place Beverley 
High road Filling Station, 7:30am, the only garage in Hull where you could buy a 

Sunday paper.  

Along came National Service, I had been deferred due to Apprenticeship but 
in 1953 I was with a Regiment near Bremen. The Cold war was on and we were 
classed as on Active Service. This was a Mobile Regiment which spent most of 
its time out of Barracks guarding local RAF Airfields. I was Driver of a V.W. but 
would put my name forward for Bike escort duties on Convoy Movements, BSA 
M21 Girder Forks and Rigid back end.  Those were the day's. That was when I 

learned the easy way to siphon petrol.  

Late 1954 and free again. Norton's Model 18's ES2s BSA B33 A7's. I am now on 
full tradesman's wage £10 week, got the earth, you get anything for fifteen bob a 
week P75. 

!957 and Honeymoon in Holland on B33, most dependable classic I ever owned. 
Bike strapped to the side rails on "Melrose Abbey" steamer out of Humber 
Dock ,now the marina, ten days round Holland B&B all food and ride on ship 

£42  I still have the maps (ask Tony Allan!).  

During those years, I had lots of fall offs not one was ever my fault but, I can 
now say that without any doubt, had I known what I have learned through being 
a member of I.A.M. none of those would have happened, I could have avoided 
every one.  The sad thing is, we seem to find it difficult to convince the younger 

riders. This I find, as I am sure do others difficult to understand.  

There are no other group of people like Bikers, wherever you go in this World 

you receive the same positive response from fellow bikers.  

Whoever is reading this, you are ,or if not , you can be a Member of one of the 
best group of Bikers in the UK. The I.A.M. will help you.         

 

        Bry Everatt   
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